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Using the State Early Learning Standards as a
Guide: Objectives

Participants will:

1. Develop a system by which they can organize with intent kindergarten early learning standards
from different subject areas in a manner that will allow them to bundle the standards when
teaching a thematic unit

2. Become familiar with the early learning standards for kindergarten in all subject areas and monitor
the number of times they are specifically addressed in teaching students throughout the year

3. Determine ways that the mastery of the specific standards is assessed and noted

4 Discuss reasons why standards developed by MDE from all subject areas should be taught with
equal rigor as EnglishjLanguage/ Reading and Math and how teachers can do both
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contains thematic units of activities and ideas de:

Kin d e rg arten children the opportunities and experiences need:

performance standards in the Mississippi College
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https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Tab-01-back-up-02-K%20Guidelines%20Final%208-27-18-revised.docx
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Learning Centers (2a): Daily Use

MDE Kindergarten Program Guidelin

shall be organized primarily using learning ce
) different learning centers (**three primary

p) shall be organized, arranged, and labeled
en for simultaneous use for a minimum of

definition of learning centers as identi
om that offer various materials and
propriate levels”. (Copple & B

ble Learning Centers
Kindergarten Classroom

age/Phonemic * Woodworking Center
it Center * Music Center
« et * Library Center**
* Listening Center
* Dramatic Play
* Creative Writing Center
* Social Studies Center
* Technology Center
* Motor Development C

**Must have primary centers.
Allother centers will be o
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«Earth and Space

Science
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Social

Studies Science

Media/Visual
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Arts

Social
Emotional

« self Awareness.

« Self Management P Cretire]

« Social Awareness « Producing

« Relationship Skills ofRcpErtry

* Responsible Decision- « Connecting
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https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Tab-01-back-up-02-K%20Guidelines%20Final%208-27-18-revised.docx
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Tab-01-back-up-02-K%20Guidelines%20Final%208-27-18-revised.docx

Getting
Started
O XC

RLY CHILDHO
EDUCATION

(Graduate Genterfor the Studyof Eary Leaming

Pick the theme

Determine the length of study

Create the plan for how the thematic unit will be developed @ivision
oflabor, review of daly schedule, dcision to bring i *specia” teachers in
developing the unit, decsions on how many learning centers will be utilized a5
instructionsl centers the specific to the theme )

Determine the “non-negotiables” such asa certain
math series you are required to teach in how you develop the
overall flow of the unit.
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Organizing the Plan to Make it Work

Print off the Include in your Review your daily Determine the
Observational resources all schedule and “big bucket”
and Performance curriculum determine how theme ideas you
Based Checklist materials you are much would like to
from the MDE required by your instructional time explore after
Early Childhood school district to (per MDE reviewing the
Checklist page: teach kindergarten kindergarten

5 guidelines) you student checklist
i have available for and how long you
oo thematic unit want to spend on

instruction per the thematic unit
Gad day/per week

Theme
Topics:
Decisions,

Decisions
Now What?

How do you decide the topics to use as unit
thel

Consider:

* Do you talk with the children to get ideas?

* How long will the unit last?

* How many standards do you want to introduce,

how many do you want to use as ongoing and
how many do you want to teach to mastery?

* What resources are available in your classroom

or community that can be used in your teaching?

* What type of evaluation do you plan to use?



https://mdek12.org/sites/default/files/els_observational_and_performance_based_checklist_kindergarten_final_updated_05.06.2021.docx
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Breakout Room

Social Studies
Checklist g 10)




* Breakout Room
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English
Language Arts
Checklist (pg 2)
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10 Minute
Break

It’s Time For A Break

The Arts
Checklist (pg 16)

Breakout
Room
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Resources for Developing
Unit Concepts, Objectives and Activities:

* Science Instructional Planning Guide — Kindergarten

g Jnsiructional glanning

W — .
* 2018 Mississippi College- and Career- Readiness
ﬂﬁHrb_an ards TOr SOCIal STUdIEs pages 41
i i 208 Qisiion
* K-12 SEL Resource Guide Social Emotional Learnin:
Standards
o W

Organizing Learning Center Activities: My Community:

Name of Daysofthe | Learning Standard Learning Standard ctivities
Center Week
M-F

Library ssekta sscrke
oy
X v MA. PRS. 12K
Creative Arts M-F tools and in guidance practice
ath e ik ol comuniy ot now many?®

American Eagle)/

- 3G
—

EARLY CHILDHOO
EDUCATION
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https://mdek12.org/secondaryeducation/science/Instructional-Planning-Guides-for-Science-K-12
https://mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/Secondary%20Ed/Science/science_instructional_planning_guide_grade_k_january_2021.docx
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/Secondary%20Ed/2018-ms_ccrs---sci_k-12_final_20171006.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/documents/Secondary%20Ed/2018-ms_ccrs---sci_k-12_final_20171006.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/Secondary%20Ed/Social%20Studies/final_2018_mississippi_ccr_social_studies_standards.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/Secondary%20Ed/Social%20Studies/final_2018_mississippi_ccr_social_studies_standards.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/Secondary%20Ed/sel_standards_final_1.21.21.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/Secondary%20Ed/sel_standards_final_1.21.21.pdf
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Putting It
All Together

* 330 instructional minutes a day whi;
A Look atA * 120 minutes spent in learning center i
Kinde rga rten * 60 minutes outside time (not occurring
Day * 30 minutes (recommended quiet time)
Also :

* 30 minutes lunch (estimated)

* 30 minutes special (estimated) or an ho
days of the week
MDE Kindergarten * Large/small group instruction

Guidelines state See: Page 17 sample schedule in Kindergarten G
there is to be:
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https://youtu.be/zk6CWvW_5-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UBDFqBSg4E

So Now What?

What if | have to:

* Use the district’s language arts/reading program everyday and still follow
an integrated curriculum approach?

* Use the district’s mathematics program everyday and still follow an
integrated curriculum approach?

* Teach in a room that is not set up with learning centers?
What to do:
» What do | plan to do with the information | have learned?

* What would happen if | audited my teaching in 2018-19 to determine how
often | taught to learning standards other than math and

reading/language arts?

5/25/21

25

« As aresult of GEER Il funding, the Graduate Center
for the Study of Early Learning can provide 2 virtual
technical assistance sessions to 50 kindergarten
teachers across the state who completed the
Interactions at the Heart of Healing program.

* The Interactions at the Heart of Healing program is still

Helpis on the

way

available. You can register by going to the NMEC website:

2-hours of professional o pcearchaintern 7 ‘

development can be obtained =

* First Come —First Serve
« Proof of program completion must be provided

« Contact Monnie Vail at monnievail@gmail.com for

more information

Deadline to sign up is August 1, 2021
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https://www.msresaservices.com/
https://nmec.msresaservices.com/events-heart-of-healing-2021?search=interactions%20at%20the%20heart%20of%20healing&description=true
mailto:monnievail@gmail.com

More Thoughts??
Comments??
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