
Oral Language Support Strategies 
 

1. Word Whacker Game 
a. Materials: poster board, fly swatter, vocabulary words with clipart, glue scissors 
b. Using the glue scissors and vocabulary words with clipart, create a thematic 

word wall with words the students have studied and used in the classroom.   
c. Cut the middle of the fly swatter out using scissors or an Exacto knife.  
d. To play the game, choose a student to be the “caller”.  Whoever has the fly 

swatter is the “whacker”.  The caller calls out a word on the word wall and the 
whacker has to hit the correct word with the fly swatter.  

e. The game can be left out during centers for students to practice with a partner.   
2. Mini Thematic Word Walls 

a. Materials: cardstock, vocabulary words with clipart, scissors, glue 
b. Print thematic units on cardstock, laminate them and place them around the 

room for students to access when they are writing  
3. Pass the Microphone Game 

a. Materials: a toy microphone 
b. Read a book to the students that will have a follow up question that can be 

posed to the students such as If You Give a Mouse a Cookie.  After reading the 
book, the teacher follows up with a simple question spoken into the microphone 
such as “Do you like cookies?” posed to one student.  The student responds to 
the question in a complete sentence as he/she speaks into the microphone and 
then poses the same question to the next student.  (For example: No.  I do not 
like cookies.  Do you like cookies?)  The game gives students practice in asking 
and answering questions and can become more complex throughout the year.  
An end of year question might be “What is your favorite thing about summer?”  
This requires more thinking skills as well as great knowledge of vocabulary.   

These and other games are from the Pre-K Pages website at https://www.pre-
kpages.com/esl/.   
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