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Scaffolding Revision
(Marking Text for Self-Review of Student Paragraphs) 
1. Underline the topic sentence of your paragraph.
2. Circle transitional words and phrases and review comma usage in conjunction with these words and phrases.
3. Number any evidence statements or major points that support your main idea.
4. Place a box around any pronouns that you use. 
5. Count the number of times that you use the pronoun ‘you’ and any pronoun where you refer to yourself (I, me, my, mine, myself, etc.)
6. Underline your conclusion.
Once complete, have students review the results of the independent review. Have students ensure that there is a clear topic sentence and conclusion of the paragraph. Make certain that transitional words and phrases as well as any corresponding punctuation marks are used correctly. Check for correct usage of pronoun antecedents, and keep in mind how often pronouns are used, particularly those referring to an unknown ‘you’ and pronouns referring to yourself. Look for precision in language/word choice for verbs, nouns, and descriptive words. Look for consistency in voice.
Once the self-review is complete, trade paragraphs with your partner and follow the same review process.
Sample paragraph for Scaffolding Revision: 
Expectations for women in the work place should be reasonable so that women can successfully manage family and work place responsibilities. Although flexibility may be "officially" extended at work, including leave for birth of a child or the ability to work from home when necessary, the culture of the workplace may be such that it is expected that a woman would not take advantage of these.  For example, Marissa Mayer was recently hired as the president of Yahoo.  She is pregnant and intends on taking only a brief time of leave when she has her baby.  In fact, she says she will be working from home very soon afterward.  This is unrealistic for most women and should not be the expectation.  If women perform well at work, they must be assured that they will be afforded the flexibility to take care of their families.
Takeaways on scoring:· Use or develop rubrics, teach students how to self-assess, and teach to the highest score on the rubric.
· Establish practice/anchor sets and provide a mini-training so that others can also recognize papers that score at all levels (focus on developing the “lines” between rubric points. Occasionally, pull a sample of student responses and evaluate them together to avoid “scoring drift.”
· Provide plenty of time for students to write and provide them with feedback so they can continually improve the quality of their writing.
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Key features of exemplars for different text types

Types of texts Features

Argumentative * A proposition (the major premise of the argument)

¢ Claims on which the proposition is built

* Supporting evidence (facts and/or opinion)

* Well supported generalization (not fallacious reasoning)
* Incorporation of anticipated objections

e Strong closure

Descriptive * Description of the person, place, object, or event

¢ Use of descriptive and figurative language to help readers visualize the
person, place, object, or event

* Qualities or characteristics may be listed or arranged in a particular order

* Concrete details (sight, taste, touch, smell, sound, and movement) to bring
the subject to life
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Narrative

Informational

Technical

* A setting

« An introduction of characters

« A problem or goal

« An attempt to solve the problem—often multiple unsuccessful attempts
or embedded episodes of attempts within attempts

« Asolution to the problem

« A resolution, conclusion, and/or moral

* A topic or theme (may be repeated)
« Present tense to evoke a timeless or generalizing quality
« Technical vocabulary

« Descriptive attributes and characteristic events

« Definitions or explanations of terms

« Visual elements such as diagrams, tables, and charts

« Specialized topic
« Instructions about how to do something

Persuasive

« Main point or argument

« Motivation and arguments for key points (including need, significance,
and benefits)

« Supporting evidence

Reflective

« A concrete occasion or anecdote in the beginning
« Reflection of the universal significance of the occasion or anecdote
« A process of discovery

« Alesson about human nature in the conclusion

« Rich concrete details and sensory description

Expressive

« First person with informal language (i.e., contractions, slang)
« Often has dialogue

« Chronological organization

« Lots of description with extensive use of adjectives

« Feelings are described in detail

* Active verbs





