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1. Introduce the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 
Practice Guides Teaching Elementary School Students to 
Become Effective Writers and Teaching Secondary 
Students to Write Effectively

2. Review the recommendations in the practice guides and 
their evidence levels

3. Share examples of activities that help to implement the 
recommendations in the classroom

Session Goals



The Institute of Education Sciences (IES) publishes practice 
guides in education to bring the best available evidence and 
expertise to bear on current challenges in education. 
Authors of practice guides combine their expertise with the 
findings of rigorous research, when available, to develop 
specific recommendations for addressing these challenges. 
The authors rate the strength of the research evidence 
supporting each of their recommendations.

The Development of IES Practice Guides
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Developing the IES Practice Guides Teaching Elementary School Students 
to Become Effective Writers and Teaching Secondary Students to Write 
Effectively
These practice guides present evidence-based recommendations for helping students in 
elementary and secondary schools develop effective writing skills. Each recommendation 
includes specific, actionable guidance for educators on implementing practices in their 
classrooms. The guides also summarize and rate the evidence supporting each 
recommendation, describe examples to use in class, and offer the panel’s advice on how 
to overcome potential implementation obstacles. These guides are geared towards 
administrators and teachers in all disciplines who want to help improve their students’ 
writing.
Authors include experts in the writing instruction field as well as other researchers and 
practitioners.
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Recommendations from the Elementary Practice Guide and 
Levels of Evidence
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Recommendations from the Secondary Practice Guide and 
Levels of Evidence
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Recommendation #1 – Explicitly teach 
appropriate writing strategies using
a Model-Practice-Reflect instructional cycle.
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Recommendation #1 –
Explicitly teach appropriate 
writing strategies using
a Model-Practice-Reflect 
instructional cycle.
Recommendation 1a. Explicitly teach 
appropriate writing strategies
1. Explicitly teach strategies for 
planning and goal setting, drafting, 
evaluating, revising, and editing.

Discuss strategies you use for the 
components of the writing process.
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Recommendation #1 – Explicitly teach appropriate 
writing strategies using a Model-Practice-Reflect 
instructional cycle.
Recommendation 1a. Explicitly teach appropriate writing strategies 
2. Instruct students on how to choose and apply strategies 
appropriate for the audience and purpose.

Discuss how you help students 
select and apply strategies based 
on the writing audience and 
purpose.
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Recommendation #1 – Explicitly teach appropriate 
writing strategies using a Model-Practice-Reflect 
instructional cycle.
Recommendation 1b. Use a Model-Practice-Reflect instructional
cycle to teach writing strategies.

Discuss how the 
Model-Practice-Reflect 
instructional cycle 
does work or could 
work in your 
classroom.
(thinking aloud, 
rubrics, peer editing, 
color coding, text 
editing symbols)
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Recommendation #2 – Integrate writing and reading to emphasize 
key writing features.

How do you integrate reading and writing instruction in 
your classroom?
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Recommendation #2 – Integrate writing and reading to emphasize 
key writing features.
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Recommendation #2 – Integrate writing and reading to emphasize 
key writing features.
1. Teach students to understand that both writers and readers use similar strategies, 
knowledge, and skills to create meaning.
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Recommendation #2 – Integrate writing 
and reading to emphasize key writing 
features.
2. Use a variety of written exemplars to highlight the key 
features of texts.

How do you
use exemplar
texts in your
classroom?
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Recommendation #2 – Integrate writing and reading 
to emphasize key writing features.
2. Use a variety of written exemplars to highlight the key features of texts.

How do you 
teach the 
different types 
of texts
students read
and write?
(Text structure
and organization,
text features)
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student writing to inform 
instruction and feedback.



On-demand writing prompts 
Choose a Topic and Complete the Handout
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student 
writing to inform instruction and feedback.
1. Assess students’ strengths and areas for improvement 
before teaching a new strategy or skill.
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student writing to inform 
instruction and feedback.
2. Analyze student writing to tailor instruction and target feedback.
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student 
writing to inform instruction and feedback.
2. Analyze student writing to tailor instruction and target feedback.

•Use or develop rubrics across teacher teams, teach students 
how to self-assess, and teach to the highest score on the rubric.
•Establish practice/anchor sets and provide a mini-training so 
that others can also recognize papers that score at all levels 
(focus on developing the “lines” between rubric points.) 
Occasionally, pull a sample of student responses and evaluate 
them together to avoid “scoring drift.”
•Provide plenty of time for students to write and provide them 
with feedback so they can continually improve the quality of 
their writing.

Takeaways on scoring – involving the whole team: How do you 
work or could 
you work 
across 
disciplines
or teams to 
ensure
consistency of 
writing tasks 
and
scoring?



20

Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student writing to inform 
instruction and feedback.
2. Analyze student writing to tailor instruction and target feedback.
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student writing to inform 
instruction and feedback.

Strategy for Revising –
RADaR process

– Replace
– Add
– Delete and
– Reorder

Gallagher, Kelly. (2011). Write Like This: Teaching Real-World Writing Through Modeling & 
Mentor Texts. Portland, ME. Stenhouse Publishers.
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RAD and R

R A D and R
REPLACE… ADD… Delete… Reorder…
…words that are  

not specific.
…words that are 

overused.
…sentences that 

are unclear. 

…new information.
…descriptive 

adjectives and 
adverbs.

…rhetorical or 
literary devices.

…unrelated ideas.
…sentences that

sound good but 
create unity 
problems.

…unnecessary 
details. 

…to make better
sense or to flow
better.

…so details support 
main ideas.

…to avoid “bed-to
bed” writing. 

Gallagher, Kelly. (2011). Write Like This: Teaching Real-World 
Writing Through Modeling & Mentor Texts. Portland, ME. 
Stenhouse Publishers.
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Scaffolding Revision/Editing
Marking Text for Self-Review of Student Paragraphs

Using the sample paragraph, follow the steps on the handout for scaffolding revision, 
marking your text as noted.
Make revisions/edits based on your close reading of the paragraph.
Share the paragraph with a partner, review, and revise again.
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Recommendation #3: Use assessments of student writing to inform 
instruction and feedback.
3. Regularly monitor students’ progress while teaching writing strategies and skills.

How do you track
student writing progress 
over time?
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1. Introduce the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) 
Practice Guides Teaching Elementary School Students to 
Become Effective Writers and Teaching Secondary 
Students to Write Effectively

2. Review the recommendations in the practice guides and 
their evidence levels

3. Share examples of activities that help to implement the 
recommendations in the classroom

Recap of Session Goals
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