
m
dek12.org

D
ecem

ber 2021

M
D

E Literacy C
oach

A
nn M

arie C
arlyle

Teaching Spelling in 
the 21

stC
entury

C
andice Savage

M
D

E
 Literacy C

oach



A
LL

S
tudents P

roficient 
and S

how
ing G

row
th in A

ll 
A

ssessed A
reas

E
V

E
R

Y
S

tudent G
raduates 

from
 H

igh S
chool and is R

eady 
for C

ollege and C
areer

E
V

E
R

Y
C

hild H
as A

ccess 
to a H

igh-Q
uality E

arly 
C

hildhood P
rogram

E
V

E
R

Y
 S

chool H
as E

ffective 
Teachers and Leaders

E
V

E
R

Y
C

om
m

unity E
ffectively 

U
ses a W

orld-C
lass D

ata S
ystem

 to 
Im

prove S
tudent O

utcom
es

E
V

E
R

Y
 S

chool and D
istrict is 

R
ated “C

” or H
igher

123

456

2
State B

oard of Education
STR

ATEG
IC

 PLAN
 G

O
ALS



To create a w
orld-class 

educational system
 that gives 

students the know
ledge and 

skills to be successful in 
college and the w

orkforce, 
and to flourish as parents 
and citizens
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Five D

evelopm
ental Stages of Spelling

1.
P

re-com
m

unicative S
tage

2.
S

em
i-phonetic S

tage
3.

P
honetic S

tage
4.

Transitional S
tage

5.
C

orrect S
tage
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Pre-com

m
unicative Stage

•Typically seen in 3 years to 5 years of age
•Little evidence of letter-nam

e know
ledge 

or letter-sound relationship observed
•U

ppercase letter form
s are dom

inant
•W

riting is a random
 string of letters, 

num
bers, and com

m
on sym

bols
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Sem

i-phonetic Stage

•Typically seen in 4 years to 6 years of 
age

•R
ecognition that sounds are 

represented by letters
•Initial sounds and final sounds m

ost 
often represented

•C
onsonants used m

ore than vow
els

•Students engage “inventive spelling”
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Phonetic Stage

•Typically seen in 5 years to 7 years of 
age

•A
ll m

ajor sounds are represented by 
letters

•S
patial orientation is visible

•S
ounds of short regular w

ords can be 
m

apped, progressing to m
ore 

com
plex w

ords
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Transitional Stage

•Typically seen in 6 years to 11 
years of age

•Vow
els and consonants are being 

used
•A m

ore sophisticated 
understanding of spelling patterns 
and language structures is evident

•E
xtended know

ledge of w
ord 

structure is dem
onstrated
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C

orrect Stage

•Typically seen in 10 years to 11 
years of age

•M
astery of m

ost com
plex sound-

sym
bol correspondences

•Independent strategies used to 
self-check and correct spelling 
errors

•E
xtended know

ledge of w
ord 

structure is dem
onstrated
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W
hat R

esearch Says 
about Stages of Spelling
C

onnection to R
eading and W

riting
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In the early grades as students are learning phonics, they are 
sim

ultaneously learning to spell through letter-sound 
correspondences. A

s students develop their reading skills, 
reading m

oves into a com
prehensive aspect and spelling 

transitions into m
orphology.

Spelling

-M
oats &

 Tolm
an, 2019
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Louisa M

oats on Spelling
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Proficiency in spelling supports fluent reading and w
riting

Thinking about spelling uses up valuable cognitive resources needed for 
com

prehension and w
riting

R
eading by sight and w

riting is
dependenton the ability

to m
ap letters and letter 

sound groupings

Spelling, R
eading, and W

riting

K
now

ledge of w
ords and supports transfer into long-term

 m
em

ory
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Traditional vs. 
R

esearch-B
ased 

Spelling Practice
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Spelling Practices

Spelling practices have 
not changed since the 
1920’s w

hen students 
w

ere given w
ord lists in 

w
hich rote m

em
orization of 

w
ords based on vocabulary 

w
as the foundation. 

-Fresch, 2003
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Shift from

 Traditional to R
eserach-B

ased Spelling

•R
ote m

em
orization of 

spelling w
ords

•Test of spelling pattern(s) 
is a cold test

Traditional Spelling
R

esearch-B
ased Spelling

•W
ords are practiced 

throughout the w
eek by 

w
riting repetition

•Test is given on the 
sam

e w
ords used for 

the w
eek

•S
pelling patterns are 

practiced throughout the 
w

eek

•E
xplicit, system

atic 
spelling instruction
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R
esearch-B

ased 
Spelling
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"The English language has been
view

ed as unpredictable w
hen it 

com
es to

spelling w
ords phonetically. How

ever, 84%
 of the

w
ords 

in our language can be spelled
grapho-phonicly, w

ith 50%
 of the 

w
ords having fullpredictability and 34%

 only having one 
sound

that is not predictable."

-Joshi, et al. 2008/2009
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R

esearch-B
ased Spelling

•C
reate a spelling list based on phonics pattern

•Introduction of new
 phonics skill

•D
aily practice using phonem

e-graphem
e m

apping w
ith gradual 

release for regular spelling w
ords and heart w

ord routine for 
irregular spelled w

ords
•“C

old” spelling w
ords given for spelling test w

ith encoding or 
dictation
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Instructional Practices

Encoding
A

pplying letter sound 
relationships and know

ledge 
of letter patterns to correctly 
w

rite
spoken w

ords

D
ecoding

A
pplying letter sound 

relationships and know
ledge 

of letter patterns to correctly 
pronounce

w
ritten w

ords
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Instructional R

outines

P
honem

e G
raphem

e M
apping

H
eart W

ords
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Spelling in A
ction
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LETR

S B
asic Phonics R

outine
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Step 1: Plan Spelling Skill

•W
ords are chosen based on phonics pattern or patterns 

for the w
eek (15 to 20 w

ords based on grade)
•C

onsider including three to five high frequency w
ords

•O
nly focus on one or tw

o patterns
•These can be cvc, vc, vccv, vcccv, vc-e, vow

el team
s, 

consonant digraphs, vow
el digraphs, diphthongs, etc.

vc
= if

cvc
= cat

cvvc
= leaf

vc-e = m
ake
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Step 2: D

evelop Lesson

•R
em

em
ber to state your goal and explicitly teach the new

 
skill using gradual release before guided and extended 
practice.

•C
hoose tw

o to three w
ords to phonem

e-graphem
e m

ap 
(P

G
M

) each day and com
plete heart w

ord routine for 
irregularly spelled high frequency w

ords.
•Focus on the patterns that are being taught.
•A

s the w
eek progresses, have students graph w

ords 
independently.
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Phonem

e-G
raphem

e M
apping R

outine

1)
S

ay a w
ord. S

tudents repeat the w
ord.

2)
S

ay each sound in the w
ord w

hile students use m
arkers (chip,coin,counting 

cube, sticky note, etc.) to represent each sound in the
w

ord.

3)
O

ne box (sound) at a tim
e, students say the sound for the box,m

ove
the 

m
arker,and w

rite the correct letter to represent the
sound.

4)
R

epeat this process until the w
ord is com

plete.W
rite the com

plete w
ord.

C
A

T
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Practice 2: H

eart W
ord R

outine for Irregular W
ords

1)
S

tudy the parts of the w
ord that are regular

2)
H

ighlight the unexpected spellings/difficult parts
3)

Link to pronunciation of the w
ord

U
FLI

H
eart W

ord M
agic 
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A

ctivity: Practice Letter/Sound C
orrespondence R

outines

H
eart W

ord R
outine –

H
igh 

frequency w
ords

P
honem

e-G
raphem

e M
ap 3 

w
ords.
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Step 3: Spelling Test D

ay

•C
hoose an appropriate num

ber of w
ords for the test

•W
ords should follow

 the phonics patterns for the w
eek 

•C
hoose different w

ords than those practiced throughout the 
w

eek
•Include sentences for dictation that incorporate w

ords w
ith the 

phonics pattern
This is a C

O
LD

 TES
T!!!
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Exam

ples of 1st G
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"If a child m
em

orizes 10 w
ords, the child can only read 10 w

ords, 
but if a child learns the sound of ten letters, the child w

ill be able 
to read 350 three sound w

ords, 4,320 four sound w
ords, and 

21,650 five sound w
ords."

-K
ozloff,2002
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Stop –
K
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ords/irregular-w
ords/
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