Movin’ On Up!

Transition from Pre-K to Kindergarten

. *
Lydia Boutwell Q MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF
Early Childhood Project Specialist | |EDUCATION

Office of Early Childhood @ @ @



Let's Transition!!

Get out of your chair (or
off the couch &)) and
let's stretch and move!
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ALL Students Proficient
and Showing Growth in All
Assessed Areas

EVERY Student Graduates
from High School and is Ready
for College and Career

EVERY Child Has Access
to a High-Quality Early
Childhood Program

EVERY School Has Effective
Teachers and Leaders

EVERY Community Effectively
Uses a World-Class Data System to
Improve Student Outcomes

EVERY School and District is
Rated “C” or Higher
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Mississippi Department of Education

VISION MISSION

To create a world-class To provide leadership
educational system that gives through the development of
students the knowledge and policy and accountability
skills to be successful in systems so that all students
college and the workforce, are prepared to compete in
and to flourish as parents the global community

and citizens
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Transition Activities *

Creating a Transition Folder fgmy




Supporting Transitions

« Transitioning to the next level is a big step for many children
and their families.

* Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers can support the transition by
passing along useful information to the receiving teachers.

« This information can be used by the receiving teachers to start
with a basic understanding of each child’s personal and
academic profile.

« Families should be involved in their child’s transition to the
next level.
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Supporting Transitions

Let’'s Chat! @

In your Break-Out Room: ~

Share how the transition process Is
supported at your site for four-year-old
children.




Transition Activities




Transition Activities

Support the children:

* Invite Kindergarten teachers to visit and talk about what happens In
Kindergarten.

v Encourage the children to ask questions.

v Make a list of the children’s ideas about what Kindergarten will
be like.

 Talk with children about their feelings about the change. Share your
feelings, as well. Create a class book about children’s and teachers’
feelings about going to Kindergarten.

« Make arrangements for Pre-K children to visit their future
Kindergarten classrooms.
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Transition Activities

Support the children:

* For children going to Kindergarten in the same school, provide
opportunities throughout the year for visits to Kindergarten
classrooms and for participation in joint activities.

* For those children moving to different schools, ask parents to take
pictures of the “new” schools and share these with the class.

* Make a bulletin board about going to Kindergarten, using
photographs and children’s drawings and comments.
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Transition Activities

Support the teachers:

« Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers should meet periodically throughout the year to
network, share information, and jointly plan. Either group can initiate these
meetings.

« Families are reassured to know that the Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers are
working together to ensure all children are learning and are making progress
toward mastery of early learning standards.

« Pre-K teachers should visit the receiving Kindergarten program to get a “feel” for
where they are sending children.

+*
w MISSISSIPPI
-

DEPARTMENT O3
| |EDUCATION




Transition Activities

Support the Teachers:

* Pre-K teachers will create a transition folder for each child. Itis recommended that
Kindergarten teachers will continue to add to the transition folder or create a new
transition folder for children who do not have one.

« Use the transition folders and activities to support children’s transition.
« Ensure that a child’s records promptly follow him/her to the new program.
* Pre-K and Kindergarten teachers will meet to discuss the transition of each child.

» A community workshop on Kindergarten Readiness will be provided for all teachers
Including Head Start, childcare providers, and any other applicable early learning
professionals.
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Transition Activities

Support the Families:

Help families understand that Kindergarten Readiness is the child:

 Taking care of personal needs — handwashing, going to the
bathroom

« Having the motor skills needed for coordination and balance

« Having small motor coordination to hold and write with a pencil, cut
with scissors

* Regulating his/her own behavior
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Transition Activities

Support the Families with At-Home Learning:

Provide helpful reminders for families to:
v Read to their child every day
v Provide crayons and scissors

v Do playful number activities such as counting items, telling the number before
and after a given number, telling “how much” when one item is added or taken
away

v’ Offer small manipulative objects such as Legos or markers to support
development of grasp and motor coordination

v' Give their child opportunities to make simple choices and decisions

v’ Establish early, regular bedtimes and provide healthy meals and snacks
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Transition Activities

Support the Families:

« Reach out to families with pre-registration, orientation, and open house

opportunities:
v Send reminders of dates and times
v Provide a school supply list
 Facilitate opportunities for families to talk with Kindergarten staff.

* Prepare a Frequently Asked Questions document to inform and educate families

on the procedures and expectations of the receiving programs.
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Transition Activities

Support the Families:

Provide extra support for families with dual language learners.

Use a variety of ways to communicate important information:
v’ Attach photos or pictures to short messages translated into their language

v Create or find video clips that demonstrate home activities that can be done
with their child

v Support meetings with other bilingual families who may have children in
Kindergarten
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ldeas for the Transition Process

-,

]

Create T-Shirts for the Pre-K children and teachers to be worn
on designated days toward the end of the school year

Host a Family Night in the spring with refreshments, games,
activities, and information

Have a “Movin’ On Up” celebration during the last week of
school

Create a summer calendar with ideas and activities for children
and their families
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ldeas for the Transition Process

* Provide Transition Bags for Pre-K children as they
register for Kindergarten in the Fall

v" Fill with drawing utensils, blank paper, construction

paper, scissors, glue sticks, pattern blocks, one or
two children’s books

» Arrange a field trip to a Kindergarten playground, if
children will be moving to a different site

 Distribute information packets for Pre-K families in the
Spring
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ldeas for the Transition Process 19

Have a “Practice Day in K" for Pre-K children to:
* ride a bus to school (if possible)
* meet the Kindergartenteachers
* tour the classroom(s) and the school campus
 eat lunch or a snack in the school cafeteria

* participate in some regular Kindergarten activities
such as story time, making something to bring
home, snack time, etc.
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Let’s Talk About It

In your Break-Out Room:

“This is how we do

 Tell one or two of the suggested
Transition Activities you would like this...”
to try.

| would loveto try

 Or tell about a different activity
you already use in your program.
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Creating a Transition Folder




Transition Folder Contents

* The transition folder should provide the receiving Kindergarten teachers with a
basic understanding of each child’s personal and academic profile.

* It should include (at a minimum):
v" Child Information Form

v' End-of-year Kindergarten Readiness Assessment score/summary sheet

v End-of-year developmental screening results

**Brigance Early Learning Screen Il (All state accredited public schools with four-
year-old Pre-K programs and all Early Learning Collaborative and Blended

programs)
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Transition Folder Contents

v End-of-year results from other assessments used in the classroom
v A school-issued final report card/skills checklist
OR

v" A completed Observational and Performance-Based Checklist for 4-Year-
Old Students

v Work samples
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Child Information Form




Child Information Form

A Child Information Form should contain most or all of the following:

v Child’s name, date of birth, preferred name, photo, languages
spoken

v Parents’ names (and/or other adults/caregivers), address, phone,
email address, and preferred method and time for contact (in
accordance with school policy)

v' School or center information
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Child Information Form (continued)

v Child’s favorite things (activity, toy, food, color, book, learning
center, etc.)

v Child’s play and learning styles
v Child’s skills and proficiencies
v Child’s areas for growth and what he/she does not like to do

v' Child’s personality/temperament traits
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Child Information Form Example (Pre-K) 27

Play Style (check all that apphy) Motes
n n
Child Information Form O actve O Guiar O mixed
-Ki Name
Pre-Kindergarten — — O Massy O Csan O Other:
O Leader O Followar O Othar:
O Indepandent O Coopemtive
Parent Relationship to child
Learning Style (check most dominant) Motes
= Parent Relationship to child
% O Auditory O Vimal O Kinesthatic
W Add =
CHILD’'S PHOTO B thar a S 7p ol Compleses Activitics/Tasks Notes
=8 Phone Email =
E g O Fraaly O Saeks guidance support
EB| Preferred method of contact® 1 Phone [0 Email Preferred contact time* :
& E Temperanment Motes
Language(s) spoken by parent
O Easy O Complex O Skow to Warm-up
Preferred Name
Per it MNotes
B School /Center Name Teacher sonality
° _ . .
Dante of Birth o/ N Address O Outgoing O Sendtfive O Cautious
E Street city State Zip
=N Phone Principal/Director e By
Language(s) spoken by child =
= O Guidd O skowl O & Speed
b School District =y ¥ verage =p
=
@
SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES THAT = ==
WORE FOR THIS STUDENT | APEAS OF GROWTH AND WHAT | o yyep 5EFUL INFORMATION
Activity /Learning Material Learning Center Other (food, color, etc.) acadomic and boha vioral HE/SHE DOES NOT LIKE TQ DO
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w
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3
]
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Well Somewhat  Emerging Notes
Plays with friends
Follows directions
Listens
Participates in whole group activities

Completes independent activities

Approaches to Learning

Independently completes transitions

Independently completes routines







Work Samples

Work samples are two or three products or photographs that show the child's

capabilities in selected content areas.
These may include:
v Free art sample
v' Writing samples

v" Photos of learning center products (e.g., block construction, retelling a

story through pictures and dictation/writing, math drawings/computation)
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Pre-K Writing

——

Fa\ \

T wrofe numbers,

.".-771!3“

"/‘lppb Yee .




Pre-K Free Art




Learning Centers
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Learning Centers 33

**.




Learning Centers 34
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Transition Folder Example




Putting It All Together

« Use a manila or prong folder to hold all the contents.

» Use a cover sheet to clearly identify the child and the folder’s
purpose.

» Use a Folder Contents Checklist to ensure all necessary
documentation is included.

» Use a folder with enough space to add new contents each year.
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over and Contents

Use an expandable folder with sections and prongs.
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KINDERGARTEN TO FIRST GRADE
TRANSITION FOLDER CONTENTS

TRANSITION FOLDER

&3 Child Information Form

O Kindergarten Read

O Developmental Screener Resules

Ashley Smith  |. —

O Develapmental Checkist for Four-Year-Old Students or school-issued report card /skills

checklist
] Developmental Checklist for Kindergarten Students oe school-ised repaort card /wkille
checklist

0 Work Samples

ORANGE GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT

O Free Art sample (artwork created by child's imagination)
O Writing Sample (e.g. journal page)

0 Learning center products (photograph of product or actual student product)




over and Contents

Use a manila folder with prongs.
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Child Information Form
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Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Summary Sheet

Vasnacys K ) Asmeasre hgaan o
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’ MISSTSSTRPY -Readiness Diagnostic Repol
EDUCATION Prinded On: /272020 421735 P

i Wby sy e

Oumanat Stk
Teschar Genge: PreK
Test Date 0B282010 ]

55 201 (Scaled Score; e Age 4

Viocntutery
Sartarce L Corgreearacs

Paragach L Comgretermor :
e ki n

Skill Sets Within Each Sub-Domain
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Kindergarten Readiness Assessment and Brigance Screener (Pre-K)

BRIGANCE® Screen Il Four-Year-Old Child Data Sheet

Oate of
A Childs Name P ing
Parent(sYCareg) Birth Date

Age

e Ao et S

Knows: 1. First name 2 Last name 3 Age 4. Street address

28 Names Colon

Names: 1 Due 2. green 3. yllow 4 ma S oange 209 e ) comvec

6 pok 7. black 8. pumie 2 whae 10. brown AuEe s

30 identifies Pictures by Naming 1 e ) e
Nomes: ) simson 2.6k S wule  dwagon S lade b 7 P e
48 Visual O Forms and Lettany Saop . 8
O 200 30 40 s> &0 w1 ar av ax g dreed b
58 Visual Motor Siilis S0 #hwr ) i e
Orows: | aceie  Zaphawgn N anX & asquan SemOrmaanes = 4 o
68 Gross Motor Skills

1. Wk forward hew-10-10e fhw stepn 2. Mope five hops on preterred f00t 3. Mope five hogs on other foot

4, Ssands on ooe foot for ten seconds S. Stanck on other foct for ten seconds

78 Names Parts of the Body

Nomes: 1 stomach 2. oeck 3 back € kmees 5 thumbe & fogmenals

48 Follows Verbal Directions

Follows: 1 twosten drectiors 2. Ovwe step deection
98 Counts by Rote

Countator ! 2 3 4 S & 7
108 Recognizes Quantities

Recognizes and names quantities of. | tewe 3 hee 3 ophn

118 Verbal Pluency and Articulstion
1. Uses sentences of at least three wondy 2. Al least 30% of 1peech & ntefigtle

» 0

‘ € Next Steps:
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Four-Year-Old Observational and Performance-Based Checklist

MISSISSIPPL  yhe Mississippi Early Learning Standards
:"[;lu:' :\"l ;(')‘: for Classrooms Serving Four-Year-Old Children
wry 8 Observational and Performance-Based Checklist

g o bu

School Name

Cotege ang Career Readness Standarsy ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Code 1 = Needs Code 2 = Making
Progress

VEh prompting and suppon, a8k andiorn aNEwer GUESLoNs with detalls

redaled 10 & vanety of print matenals (o g . ask. “What ix the duck doing?”
of tespond 10, “Tell me about the duck )

ELARLPKA.2Z  With prompting and 3upport, reledl famdar stones (From books, oral

Prasentabons, 500gs. plays) usng dverse meda (0.9 . COMVersation.
Grwna, props. e eative a1 and

ELA RLPK4.Y

ELARL PK4 D With prompting and suppon, identify 50me charactons, settings. and/or
Magor events in a slory.

ELARL PKa 4 Exhibit cunostty and interest in learming words in pant.
ELARLPK4 42 Daveiop new vocabutary from stones
Idectdy rem word print (0.9 , word wall, class dictation, labets in
classroom, and signs in the commeunity)
With prompting and support, intenact with common fypes of lexts (6.0
u-y.w.m.muwmnm e,
age. gender, and abikty)

Idorddy the front cover. back cover. and Wie page of & book.
ELARLPKYS With prampting and suppot, the role of N
dontty e “muthor” and

ELARLPKa 7 mmmwmmmﬂw
w0 the story (0.0, picture walk. smat '
i~ : QrOUp qUEstoNs and Answers.
ELARLPKAS No developmentally appropriate standard
ELARLPKa S mm“wmmm
adventures and
expenences of characiers n famikar
‘ #0008 (6.9 . how are two stones
ELARLPK4 10 Ammmu-wdmmm ol
m,mm.%nmwmmm-:m
extension actvdies
g (o9 wt actviios. ramatic

ENGUSH LANGUAGE ANTS




Work Samples

EatiRol  RothRoM|  FeR
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Work Samples 44
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MS Beginnings: Pre-K Curriculum

As Mississippi Is poised to launch its brand-new Pre-K
curriculum, it Is so very important the transition process from Pre-
K to Kindergarten is in place and utilized by all stakeholders:

@ THAT'S YOU!! @)
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Beyond Pre-K to K Transitions

* It is important to note that the transition process from one level to
another does not end with Kindergarten. In fact, the movement
from placement to placement and grade to grade is significant in

the lives of our children and their families.

* |t is recommended that schools continue this transition practice up

to third grade to extend the P-3" continuum effort.
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Resources 47

 Early Childhood Website

* Transition to Kindergarten

« Family Resources

« Family Engagement Framework and ToolKkit

» Parent Pre-K and Kindergarten Informal Observation Checklist
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Lydia Boutwell

Early Childhood Project Specialist
Iboutwell@mdek12.org
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