
 

Keynote Speakers 
	
Kristen Wynn, State Literacy Director (K-12) 

Mississippi Department of Education 

Kristen Wynn is committed to ensuring equitable access for all students to effective 
literacy instruction, highly qualified teachers, and high-quality instructional materials. 
Her experience in the classroom includes teaching 1st and 2nd grade, as well as serving 
as a Kindergarten through 5th grade Intervention Specialist.  She has also spent several 
years as a new teacher mentor.  Ms. Wynn previously served as a literacy coach for the 
Mississippi Department of Education (MDE), a Regional Literacy Coordinator, an 
Assistant State Literacy Coordinator, and currently serves as the State Literacy Director, 
where she has worked diligently to improve literacy outcomes of schools and districts 
across the state of Mississippi. She is the co-creator of several literacy professional 

development trainings (for educators) aligned to the science of reading. During the 2016-2017 school year, she 
co-produced the MDE’s Literacy Focus of the Month in Action instructional videos featuring literacy coaches 
and students in Mississippi classrooms. During the 2017-2018 school year, she began working with coaches to 
increase the rigor and consistency of writing instruction in kindergarten through sixth grade classrooms 
through the development and implementation of Writing Galleries. Currently, she serves as a member of the 
Mississippi Reading Licensure Task Force, the Mississippi Reading Panel, the Higher Ed Literacy Council (HELC) 
and the Governor’s Task Force for Teacher Preparation in Early Literacy Instruction.  
	
Dr. Danny Brassell  

A highly-sought after speaker, trainer and coach known as “Jim Carrey with a 
Ph.D.,” Dr. Danny Brassell has spoken to over 3,500 audiences worldwide and 
authored 16 books, including his latest, Leadership Begins with Motivation. He 
is the co-founder of www.theREADINGhabit.com, the world’s top reading 
engagement program.  

 

 



 

Dr. Wiley Blevins  

Wiley Blevins is an early reading specialist who holds an Ed.M. from Harvard. He 
taught elementary school in both the United States and South America. Wiley has 
written and edited many phonics and reading materials, and he is the author of 
numerous best-selling professional development books. 

 

 

 

Featured Speakers 
Dr. Laurie Lee 

Laurie Lee is the Partnership Manager of the Mississippi Adolescent Literacy Partnership 
at the Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Southeast at Florida State University. There 
are two projects associated with the partnership. The first focuses on supporting content 
area teachers in integrating literacy into their courses and the second is designed to help 
middle school intervention teachers use evidence-based practices. Dr. Lee is formerly 
the deputy director of the Just Read, Florida! office at the Florida Department of 
Education (FDOE) where she provided extensive literacy technical support to schools and 

districts across the state. Prior to joining FLDOE, she administered a literacy grant at the Illinois State Board of 
Education. She began her career as an elementary and middle school teacher and taught in Missouri, 
Mississippi, and Illinois. 

 

Dr. Kevin Smith 

Kevin Smith is the Partnership Manager of the Florida Panhandle K-3 Literacy Partnership at 
the Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) – Southeast at Florida State University. He also is 
the Task Lead for training, coaching, and technical support activities for the REL Southeast 
and supports additional Florida Center for Reading Research projects. He is formerly the 
deputy and acting director of the Just Read, Florida! office at the Florida Department of 
Education (FDOE) where he provided extensive literacy technical support to schools and 
districts across the state. Prior to joining the FDOE, Dr. Smith was an elementary school 

special education teacher and a middle and high school literacy coach and teacher of English, journalism, 
technology, and reading intervention. 

 

 

 



Linda Farrell & Michael Hunter 

Linda Farrell and Michael Hunter are founding partners at Readsters 
in Alexandria, VA. They work in schools all over the country to help 
educators provide assessment and instruction that ensures all 
students learn to read. 

Teachers tell Linda and Michael that they appreciate the practicality 
of their consulting and their presentations. The reason they can 
provide practical solutions for helping struggling readers is that they 
have taught struggling readers from ages 4½ to 81 to read. They also 

learn from the hundreds of teachers they have worked with in the classroom who work their magic every day 
with students. 

Linda and Michael have presented workshops about effective instruction for beginning and struggling readers 
for more than 20 years. They have coauthored curricula for struggling readers and diagnostic assessments to 
pinpoint decoding difficulties. Linda is the instructor in Looking at Reading Interventions on the Reading 
Rockets website. Michael is featured in videos used to demonstrate effective teaching techniques in LETRS 
modules. 

In the last several years, Linda and Michael have worked in West Africa developing early reading curricula for 
children to learn to read in seven African languages with transparent orthographies, and they don’t speak any 
of the languages! 

Antonio A. Fierro, Ed.D. 

Dr. Fierro is a former Texas State Teacher of the Year and was a member of the 
LETRS cohort of literacy consultants led by Dr. Louisa Moats for almost 20 years. 

He has been an integral part of the Mississippi Momentum Project, working with 
university and college faculty to incorporate the Science of Reading in their college 
coursework. Until recently, Dr. Fierro was a proud staff member of the Barksdale 
Reading Institute. 

He has contributed to several literacy curricula for English learners and, along with 
his colleague and friend, Dr. Mary Dahlgren, co-authored Kid Lips, a curriculum that 

teaches the articulatory features of English phonemes to young children with additional support for English 
learners. He is currently the Chief Academic Advisor at Tools4Reading. 

Dr. Fierro’s areas of interest include early literacy instruction, improving the learning experience of pre-service 
teacher candidates, and the research and practice that impacts English learners. He is also dedicated to 
advancing the knowledge base and understanding of dyslexia and other reading disabilities, as his son, 
Antonio Jr., has dyslexia. Dr. Fierro currently sits on the national board of The Reading League and several 
state and regional advisory boards. 

 

 



Dr. Cynthia (Cindy) Hadicke 
Dr. Cynthia (Cindy) Hadicke is the Senior Director of Client Success and Implementation 
at the AIM Institute for Learning and Research. She assists with the successful 
implementation of Pathways programs in various ways. She also coaches community of 
practice sessions with school administrators to help with successful reading 
implementation at the school and district levels. Cynthia has worked in the public school 
system as reading and classroom teacher and building principal and most recently as the 
elementary education consultant for the Kansas Department of Education. In this 

capacity, she engaged districts across Kansas to successfully implement the new state reading initiative for 
struggling readers and students with language-based learning disabilities. Cindy also teaches pre-service 
teachers the foundations of reading as an adjunct professor at Emporia State University. She is a CERI Certified 
Structured Literacy Teacher. 

 

Dr. Ernesto Ortiz, Jr. 

Dr. Ernesto Ortiz, Jr. is the Senior Literacy Engagement Specialist for the AIM 
Institute for Learning & Research. Having served 21 years in the public education 
setting as an elementary teacher and building leader, Dr. Ortiz has successful 
experience supporting schools’ and districts' shift to evidence-based literacy 
instruction. In his role with AIM, Dr. Ortiz supports educators' understanding of the 
Science of Reading and implementation with a special emphasis on developing 
literacy leaders. 

 
 


