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ON A SCALE FROM 1-4 HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU WITH WRITING INSTRUCTION?
1- NOT AT ALL CONFIDENT
2- LITTLE CONFIDENCE
3- MOSTLY CONFIDENT
4- CONFIDENT
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Just for the Thrill of It

by Ken Moreno

Your heart races. Your blood is pumping. Every nerve feels
alive. For thrill-seekers, the charge of extreme sports keeps
them coming back for more. And, of course, along with the
excitement there’s the breathtaking rush of danger and risk.
It's an almost irresistible combination!

Extreme sports enthusiasts are always aware of the dangers.
Most would agree that proper training and the right equipment
are absolutely necessary to help minimize the risk. Yet even
the most experienced participants will admit that training
and equipment provide no guarantees when it comes to safety,
so it's important to know what you're getting into.

Take whitewater rafting, for example. The ralt is an
inflatable boat designed to float down a rapidly flowing river.
Split decisions must be made as rushing water shoots the raft
past boulders, toward hidden snags, and over waterfalls.
Controlling a raft’s course can be exhausting. Still, rafting
provides thrills at every turn and a wild ride!

-+

Bungee jumping is another high-risk activity. Attached to a
long, stretchy elastic cord, bungee daredevils jump from a high
location, such as a bridge. They experience the thrill of freefall
until the cord suddenly jerks them skyward again.

So what is it that attracts people to extreme sports? Most
people have few chances in their daily lives to feel the rush
that comes from pushing themselves to their limits and
winning against great odds. Extreme sports can fulfill the
need for that adrenaline rush and the satisfaction that comes
from meeting a personal challenge.



W.1: WRITING PROMPT EXAMPLES

oTH GRADE

You have read, "Just for the Thrill of
it" by Ken Moreno. Do the thrill
outweigh the dangers of extreme
sports? Support your response with
details and evidence from the text.
Your writing will be scored on the
development of ideas, writing
organization, grammar, and usage
of mechanics. (12 points)

6TH GRADE

You have read, "Just for the Thrill of
it" by Ken Moreno. Trace and
evaluate the authors claim that
excitement from extreme sports
outweigh the dangers. Support your
response with details and relevant
evidence from the text. Your writing
will be scored on the development of
ideas, writing organization,
grammar, and usage of mechanics.
(12 points)



oTH GRADE

You have read, "Just for the Thrill of
it" by Ken Moreno. Do the thrill
outweigh the dangers of extreme
sports? Support your response with
details and evidence from the text.
Your writing will be scored on the
development of ideas, writing
organization, grammar, and usage
of mechanics. (12 points)

6TH GRADE

You have read, "Just for the Thrill of it"
by Ken Moreno. Trace and evaluate the
authors claim that excitement from
extreme sports outweigh the dangers.
Support your response with details and
relevant evidence from the text. Your
writing will be scored on the
development of ideas, writing
organization, grammar, and usage of
mechanics. (12 points)

WRITE ON YOUR STICKY NOTE A DIFFERENCGE BETWEEN GRADE LEVEL PROMPTS



VERTICAL ALIGNMENT WITHIN A STANDARD

A student should be able to do A student should be able to do
(Evidence of Knowledge) (Evidence of Knowledge)

Identify the author’s key points. e Closely read, analyze, and
Identify reasons or evidences annotate a text for evidence of
that support the author’s key claims that are supported by
points. reasons and evidence and
Determine which reasons claims that are not.
support which key points made e Trace the argument and/or
by the author. specific claims in a text.
Determine which evidences e Evaluate the argument and/or
support which key points made specific claims in a text.
by the author. e Provide a statement
Evaluate and explain, orally or distinguishing which claims of a
in writing, the connection text are supported by reasons
between reasons and key points and evidence and which claims
in an informational text. are not supported.
Evaluate and explain, orally or e Trace the author’s argument
in writing, the connection and evaluate whether it is

between evidences and key convincing based on its use of

points in an informational text. reasoning and evidence.



DECODE THE PROMPTS: WHAT ARE WE GOING TO WRITE ABOUT?

Directions: Highlight the “Meat” of the prompt and decode each prompt.

Prompt: Decoding:
You have read, "Just for the Thrill of Q1:
it" by Ken Moreno. In your opinion,
do you think the thrill outweighs the
dangers of extreme sports? Support | Q2:
your response with details and
evidence from the text. Your writing
will be scored on the development | Qqa:
of ideas, writing organization,
grammar, and usage of mechanics.
(12 points)

Q4:

Writing Mode: Introduction Sentence: ® restate the Q
into a statement




STUDENT FRIENDLY WRITING RUBRIC
(3RD-5TH GRADES)

eSELF REFLEGTION/ASSESSMENT

*ENSURES ALL COMPONENTS ARE
INCLUDED IN WRITING

eSTUDENTS NEED TO BE EXPOSED TO
THIS AND HAVE IT AVAILABLE WHEN
WRITING

Student Friendly Writing Rubric (grades 5-6)

Development of Ideas (4)

Writing Organization
(4)

Grammar (2)

Mechanics (2)

Understands what the
prompt is asking and
addresses the prompt
completely (answers every
part of prompt)

Fully developed Ideas
Well chosen text evidence
(directly quoted and
paraphrased)

Teacher does not have to
infer

Stays on topic
Consistent, clear,
convinced reasoning

Fully explain reasoning and
claims (commentary)

Introduces your topic
Well planned

Uses transition words
(check transitions for
each mode of writing)

Has a clear
introduction, body, and
conclusion

Uses appropriate tone
Good word choice

Varied sentence
structure (variety of
simple, compound,
complex)

6th: compound-complex
sentence

(FEW ERRORS)

Punctuation

Commas

Periods
Question marks
Exclamation
points

e Quotation marks

Capitalization
e first word of
every sentence
e TheletterI
e Proper nouns

Spelling (FEW ERRORS)-
doesn't change the
meaning of your thoughts

Writing Modes:

1. Narrative (Literary Analysis)- RL standards
2. Informative/Explanatory- RI standards

3. Opinion(5th)

Argument(6th)

Transitions: 5th grade

Opinion: consequently, specifically
Informative: in contrast, especially, another, for example, also, because
Narrative: First, next, then, finally, last, after, afterwards, following

Temporal phrases: A long time ago, one day, in the morning, after several minutes

Transitions: 6th grade
Argument: AGREEMENT: as a matter of fact, equally, furthermore, of course, by

the same token EXAMPLES: in other words, to put it differently, on the positive
side, on the negative side, chiefly, notably, most compelling evidence AFFECTS:
thus, accordingly, hence, in that case, for this reason, under those circumstances
OPPOSITION: although this may be true, in contrast CAUSE: on the condition
that, with this in mind TIME: at the present time, in due time Conclusions:
generally speaking, all things considered, given these points, as has been noted, in
summary, on the whole, in either case, overall

Narrative: after, as soon as, before, initially, now, immediately, meanwhile, when
we finished, soon after, before long, suddenly, later on



STRATEGIES TO GET STUDENTS ENGAGED IN WRITING
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SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION

e« UNDERSTAND STUDENTS MISCONCEPTIONS IN READING STANDARDS AND
WRITING

« PROVIDE TIMELY, IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS

e« FACETIME WITH STUDENTS

« GROUP STUDENTS BASED ON SCORES FROM MAAP OR BENCHMARK

« COULD BE VARIOUS AGTIVITIES FROM AREAS OF THE WRITING RUBRIC

EXAMPLES COULD INCLUDE:

« GROUP WITH CHARTS TO FULLY DEVELOP IDEAS
« SENTENCE STRUCTURE GROUP

« GROUPED BASED ON STRATEGY USED

« PEER TUTORING




PROVIDING FEEDBACK

« TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE
« GONSTRUCTIVE AND SPECIFIC
« BASED ON INDICATORS:

W 5.1; W 58.9- Opinion Writing//On-Demand Writing

W 6.1; W 6.9 - Argument Writing/On-Demand Writing

section of the Rubric

Indicators

Section of the Rubric

Indicators

Development of Ideas:

e ONLY category to score student level of analysis—
WHAT the student writes

e Very strictly scored

e Every sentence must align back to the prompt
(Evidence and Analysis/Explanation)

e Evidence MUST be ANALYZED and EXPLAINED
back to the prompt

e Student MUST fully understand the task

standard: W 5.1; Reading: ; RL/RI 5.1

Students must:

Understand the Prompt

Analyze a Text

Form an Opinion with reasons and evidence and logically group
related ideas together

Logically order the reasons and evidence with facts and details.

Reading Standard Expectations:

Use quotes from the text:

e When explaining what the text says.
- When drawing inferences.
¢  Tosupport inferences.

Development of Ideas:

e ONLY category to score student level of analysis—
WHAT the student writes

e  Very strictly scored

e Every sentence must align back to the prompt
(Evidence and Analysis/Explanation)

e Evidence MUST support ANALYSIS of what the text
states and inferences made to connect to prompt.

e Student MUST fully understand the task

Standard: W 6.1; Reading: ; RL/RI 6.1

Students must;

¢  Understand the Prompt
. Analyze a Text
e  Write an argument to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.
® Logically order the reasons and evidence with facts and details.
Reading Standard Expectations:

Cite evidence from the text in the form of specific details or examples to:
. to support an analysis of what the text says explicitly.
. to support an analysis of inferences drawn from the text.

Writing Organization:

e  First of 3 categories for HOW the student writes

e Scorers are looking to give points for HOW the student
writes

e Introduction and Conclusion should be effective, not
formulaic

e Students are scored on how transitions support flow

standard: W 5.1

Students must:
e  Introduce the writer’s opinion/claim clearly in a strong introduction.
e  Organize/order reasons in a logical structure.
e  Support logically ordered reasons with facts and details.
e  Use linking words, phrases, and clauses to connect reasons and details

(consequently, specifically).
Write a conclusion/concluding section that summarizes the opinion.

Writing Organization:

e  First of 3 categories for HOW the student writes

e  Scorers are looking to give points for HOW the student
writes

e Introduction and Conclusion should be effective, not
formulaic

o  Students are scored on how transitions connect ideas

Standard: W 6.1

Students must:

Introduce argument and claims in a strong introduction.
Organize/order reasons and evidence clearly.

Support claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence.
Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect or show relationship
between claims and reasons.

Establish and maintain formal style (3™ person).

e  Provide a conclusion that follows the argument presented.
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ELA Data Tracking 22-23
Student Name:

Grade:
Teacher:
MAAP 21-22
Raw PL Points | RL Rl L DOI wo G M
Score to next
(1a-5) | level (4) (4) (2) (2)
/ / /
Comments/Action Plan:
Case Benchmark 1
Raw PL Points | RL RI L DOI wo G M
Score to next
(1a-5) | level (4) (4) (2) (2)
/ '] /
Comments/Action Plan:
Case Benchmark 2
Raw PL Points | RL RI L DOI WO G M
Score to next
(1a-5) | level (4) (4) (2) (2)
/ / /

Comments/Action Plan:

HOW TO DRIVE INSTRUGTION AND
CREATE GOALS WITH WRITING DATA

« EXPLICITLY TEACH EACH COMPONENT

« MODEL GRADING AND FEEDBACK WITH AUTHENTIC
TEXTS

« ONCE STUDENTS KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE
WRITING RUBRIC, THEY CAN SET GOALS FOR
THEMSELVES IN DOI, ORG, GRAMMAR, AND
MECHANICS.

« KID CONFERENCGES



QO
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ALWAYS WRITE TO A TEXT

e« STUDENTS SHOULD ALWAYS BE ASKED TO WRITE IN RESPONSE TO A TEXT
« FOCUS SHOULD BE: ON DEMAND WRITING
« INCLUDE COLD WRITES IN INSTRUCTION
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