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MAGNOLIA
Databases and 

Resources
Free Resources for Mississippians Funded 

by the Mississippi State Legislature
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What is MAGNOLIA? How does it Work?
1. Funding / Approval
The MS State Legislature 
approves funding to Library 
Commission for MAGNOLIA

5. Assessment
Library Commission 
monitors usage 
statistics 

4. Researching
Login and get access to 
databases from EBSCO, 
Britannica, and OCLC. 
Learning Express can be 
accessed with a different 
code.

2.Services Purchased 
Database collection is 

managed by the library 
commission

3. Codes / Updates 
Each library system, 

school, and college 
get a code to login to 

MAGNOLIA

2

Mississippi Statute
39-3-25

MAGNOLIA - Logging in Under 18

What Does the 
New Law Mean?

● Youth under 18 years old have a 
different login than adult users

● Limits what users under 18 can see and 
access

● MAGNOLIA uses IP Authentication in 
schools- dual enrollment students 
login at home or use a hotspot to 
connect to the internet at 

school
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MAGNOLIA Collection of Databases and Resources

Britannica School
● 3rd-5th

● Encyclopedia 
search

Britannica 
Fundamentals

● Pre-K to 2nd
● Read-to-Me 

feature
● Games (age-

appropriate)

OCLC/ WorldCat
● Search library 

collections worldwide
● Great tool for librarians

Britannica School
● 6th-8th grade
● Reading level 

adaptor 
● Bibliography tool

EBSCO/Explora
● Huge source 

of databases
● Topics vary 

by database
● Browse tool
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MAGNOLIA Databases - EBSCO and Explora
● EBSCO is the leading provider of 

research databases, e-journals, 
magazine subscriptions, e-books 
and discovery service to libraries of 
all kinds. 

● Explora supports both student 
research and classroom instruction 
with rich, reliable content and easy-
to-use functionality.

● Both serve as an easy-to-use 
search interface for all ages. *Notice the search bar on the MAGNOLIA landing page 

looks like a Google search bar? It’s easy to search all 
EBSCO Academic Search Premier this way and get a huge 
list of returns!*
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MAGNOLIA Databases - EBSCO and Explora
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*LIVE DEMO*
Explora (by EBSCO) for Primary and Secondary Students

See how Explora for primary school and for high school differ in reading level and certain functions, but 
both feature content that each age group would find interesting.
Listed topics also differ. Instead of “People”, like in primary school, high school Explora has 
“Biographies”.
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MAGNOLIA - TOP EBSCO DATABASES BY USAGE

01

02

03

04
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Academic Search Premier

Explora - Secondary Schools

Explora - Primary Schools

Biography Reference Center

Business Source Complete

Consumer Health Complete

Most general full-text search 
of journals

For schools and public libraries- simple 
search, browse, and text-to-speech

For schools and public libraries - Lexile 
levels and curriculum standards 

Full-text biographies searchable by 
keyword, occupation, nationality, gender, 
birthplace, more

Full-text business journal resources

Browsable health information by topic, includes 
modern, mainstream, and holistic medicine
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MAGNOLIA - Browsing EBSCO Databases for Research Ideas

Explora - Primary School ● Discover popular topics and 
browse more general genres

● More advanced popular and 
explore topics available

● Browse Test Prep and 
Career Readiness

● Easy way to search 
print sources online

Explora - Secondary School

Learning Express Library

Newspaper Source
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*LIVE DEMO*
Consumer Health Complete and LearningExpress Library
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MAGNOLIA - Britannica Fundamentals and School
● Britannica can be 

found on the 
MAGNOLIA landing 
page. 

● Login using your 
institution’s code. 

● Three interfaces that 
are categorized by 
age-group.

○ Fundamentals 
(Pre-K to 2nd)

○ School (3rd-5th)
○ School (6th-8th)Still think of this when I say, 

“Britannica”? 
11

BRITANNICA SCHOOL

Britannica Fundamentals
Easy access for youngest 
library users, Read Aloud 

feature

Britannica School (6th-8th Grade)
Search Bar, News Articles, 

Read-Aloud from Text, 
Citation Tools

LOGIN
Using your code on the 
MAGNOLIA landing page

Britannica School (Up to 5th Grade)
Search Bar, Current Events, 

Videos, Explore, Read-
Aloud from Text, and MORE
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Bright Ideas Using Britannica School

Accessible on a Tablet or 
Computer

Engages Various Learning 
Styles in one Setting

Help for Reluctant Readers

The Basics of Citing

Login on a computer or 
tablet when on-the-go

Articles all have adaptable Lexile levels to 
accommodate various levels of mastery

Text-to-Speech feature reads 
texts aloud; safe searching

Article share and citation tool 
assists students learning to 
cite sources

BRIGHT IDEA FOR PROGRAMMING:
Online Scavenger Hunt for resources using Britannica
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3 Versions of Britannica School
Fundamentals School (6th-8th)

School (3rd-5th)

All Feature:
● Text to Voice (Read Aloud)

● Lexile Level (adaptive)
● Age-appropriate graphics, 

images, videos, and games
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MAGNOLIA - Britannica Middle-School Student Tools

1. Ready for Research
● Pre-Research tips
● Graphic Organizers
● Topical Outlines
● 5-step research 

process
● How to wrap-up project

3. Editable Research Guides
● Fillable PDFs allow for students to 

save their research guide as they 
plan their project

● Easy for teachers to assign as a unit 
or part of a lesson plan in Clever, 
Google Classroom, or Canva

2. PDF How-To Guides
● Britannica PDF guides on a 

variety of project types
○ Book Reviews

○ Oral Presentations
○ Research Papers
○ Scientific Reports

4. Pre-Research Worksheet
● Graphic organizer that lays 

out the research process in 
basic terms for students
● Helps differentiate 

instruction for various ability 
levels

01

03 04

02
*These features are only available in Britannica School (Middle)*
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Britannica School Teacher Tools - Free When You Log In!

Lesson Plans and Content Packs
● Save articles and activities 

to organize into assignable 
packs

● Use this tool to search the MS 
Curriculum Framework. Britannica 
does the work of finding articles 
and resources for those standards

Educator’s Hub
● Free guidebooks and 

resources produced by 
Britannica

● Great for media literacy and 
SEL standards

Curriculum Standards Tool
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Other Features of Britannica School

● Fundamentals (Pre-
K to 2nd) offers a 
Create platform; like 
Microsoft Paint

● “At a Glance” 
collections (Middle 
School) offer easy 
introductions to topics

● World Atlas and 
Geography Tools on 
Elementary and Middle; 
Compare countries

● Translate tool lets 
articles translate in over 
80 different languages, 
so all students may 
succeed!
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*LIVE DEMO*
Britannica Fundamentals and Britannica School

“Play” on Fundamentals features math and 
Language Arts games with a cute Mr. Otter as your host! 
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What on Earth is WorldCat?
World’s largest 
online catalog

Search print copies and 
eResources from local libraries, 
MLC, and all around the world

Databases WorldCat features online 
databases as well, such as 
Article First

The perfect resource for finding items that 
your library’s collection doesn’t have.

Cataloging 
Tool

Use MARC records from WorldCat to 
use for quick cataloging and upload 
your library’s new items to WorldCat
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WorldCat - Basic Search Features and Homepage
Basic or Advanced 
Search
Search all available 
books, articles, 
eBooks, etc. 

Search Bar
Search for title, 
author, keywords, 
subject, etc.

Language Select
Translates the 
page, search, and 
results in the 
selected language

Search History
Easy to go back and 

review results or see 
what has been already 

searched

Saved Items
Save items to a list 

of favorites when 
you sign-in

Staff Sign-In
Create a WorldCat 

account to save 
searches and 

items
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WorldCat - Looking at Search Results
Set filters to 
personalize 
and streamline 
your search

Formats allow 
you to select 
the type of 
item you are 
looking for

Cite tool is 
great for easily 
citing sources, 
all types of 
citation formats 
available
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Advanced Searching in WorldCat

Define Search Terms
You can identify 

(type) up to 3 
search terms and 
categories in an 
advanced search

Select Databases
Select databases 

to expand your 
search to online 
materials, if you 

desire

Set Parameters
Choose to search 

only peer-reviewed 
journals or to hide 
duplicate results

Details, Details
Now, you are ready 

to select what 
libraries you wish 

to search, 
publication year, 

etc.

01 02 03 04
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*LIVE DEMO*
WorldCat Discovery (OCLC)
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Putting all MAGNOLIA Databases Together
Makes Life 
Easier…For Everyone!

Having trouble citing 
sources? Need reading 
support? All 3 major 
resources have citation, 
read-aloud, and/or 
translation tools. Makes it 
easy for librarians to teach 
these skills

Easy to Access
MAGNOLIA can be 
accessed anywhere 
with internet 
connection

Outreach
Public librarians can 

promote these 
resources to their 

local schools or job 
center

Resources for You and 
Patrons

All ages are served by MAGNOLIA. 
Resources for teachers, 

librarians, parents, and students 
including lesson plans and 

activities, accessed via 
Britannica

01
02

03
04
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Practice Makes Perfect…Well, Sometimes!
Use MAGNOLIA to Provide 
Better Service to Patrons
Instead of “I don’t know” 
or “We don’t have 
anything about that”, try 
looking up what patrons 
are looking for in 
MAGNOLIA. Put in an ILL 
request in WorldCat

Youth Services
Can benefit the most 
from MAGNOLIA, 
especially Britannica 
on youth computers

Reach out to Teens 
and Young Adults

Teens and young adults conduct 
college coursework the most. Show 

them these resources and know 
how to use them. Since MAGNOLIA 

uses IP Authentication, dual 
enrollment students must log on off 

high school campus, or use a 
hotspot to access community 

college MAGNOLIA 

Newspapers and 
Magazines, Online?

Use EBSCO, Newspaper Source, 
to find digital copies of so many 
newspapers and magazines that 

you may not have in-house

01

02

03

04
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Library Programming Ideas using MAGNOLIA
● Back to School Night for parents, teachers, students to show 

them how to use MAGNOLIA databases and resources; 
College 101 for future and current college students

● Holiday Contests- participants use MAGNOLIA resources to 
search for terms related to a certain holiday; entire groups or 
families could create a poster or visual for a prize 

● Displays themed around different searches and databases 
used; the funnier and weirder, the better! Pull books from the 
collection to supplement 

● Online scavenger hunt themed around a general topic or a 
topic or your choosing; theme topics around a long-term 
program (ex. Library Card Sign Up Month)

● Use Britannica Fundamentals to host a Pre-K Family Game 
Night
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MAGNOLIA is a 90s Baby…
So we are on the Social Medias!

MAGNOLIA Library Resources

@ MAGNOLIA_MLC Send an email to magnolia@mlc.lib.ms.us to 
request access to MAGNOLIA OneDrive for:
● Promotional flyers and bookmarks
● The public copy of this slide 

presentation
● Training videos as they are uploaded
● AND MORE TO COME!
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Have Additional Questions? 
Would You Like Training at Your Branch?

CONTACT ME!
Kristen Hillman

MAGNOLIA Outreach Coordinator 
Mississippi Library Commission

601-432-4004
khillman@mlc.lib.ms.us
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