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Diagnosing & Remediating 
Reading Difficulties with Ease

Mississippi Winter Literacy Conference, Biloxi, MS
November 30, 2023

Anjanette Powers
Nicole Spinks
With Students:
Bess Barton, Lakendra Fairman, Becca Hahn, Nick Johnson
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INTRODUCTION

● WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS
0
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PREPARING TOMORROW’S 
TEACHERS

● MTSS UMBRELLA
● THE THREE TIER MODEL

0
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0
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WHAT IS SIPPS?

● HOW WE HEARD ABOUT IT
● HOW DOES IT WORK
● HOW YOU CAN APPLY
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4● DIAGNOSIS & REMEDIATION 

OF READING DIFFICULTIES 
COURSE

● SCARBOROUGH’S READING 
ROPE; SCIENCE OF READING 

● THE 6 WEEK PROJECT

MTSS OVERVIEW
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STUDENT 
TESTIMONIALS

● STUDENT EXPERIENCES
● STUDENT QUOTES
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● SIPPS PLACEMENT TEST
● A LOOK AT AVAILABLE RESOURCES
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PRACTICE
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Anjanette Powers

Director of Clinical Experiences, 
Licensure and Accountability

apowers@deltastate.edu

Nicole Spinks

Instructor of Elementary Education

nspinks@deltastate.edu
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Bess Barton Lakendra Fairman Becca Hahn Nick Johnson
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Share with your 
neighbor the word you 

chose and why. 
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MTSS:
(Multi Tiered Systems of Support)
Framework for providing academic and behavioral 

supports based on individual needs of children. The 
three tiers correspond to the differing levels of 

support intensity. 

RTI
(Response to 
Intervention)

Multi-tiered framework for 
academic supports

PBIS
(Positive Behavior 

Interventions & Supports)
Multi-tiered framework for 

behavioral supports
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● Focused high-quality, 
evidence-based 
instruction based on 
MS CCRS, use of HQIMs 

● Utilization of universal 
screening and progress 
monitoring 

● Intended to prevent 
challenges from 
occurring

● 80-90% of students 
respond favorably to 
Tier I instruction and 
supports
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● 10-20% of students need 
more supports in order 
to be successful

● Focused, specialized, 
evidence and research-
based intervention 
programs to target 
specific skills

● Focused supplemental 
instruction delivered in 
small group settings

● Utilization of progress 
monitoring 
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● Intensive interventions 
specifically designed to 
meet the individual 
needs of 1-5% of 
students

● Focused, specialized, 
evidence and research-
based intervention 
programs to target 
specific skills

● Utilization of progress 
monitoring 

● Usually delivered in one-
on-one settings
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● Review Scarborough’s Rope

● How to identify if an 
intervention is needed

● Instruction in MTSS and RTI 
relating to literacy

● Exposure to a variety of 
assessments

● The 6 Week Project

How are we 
preparing future 
educators to be 
day one ready 

regarding RTI for 
literacy?

CRD 326:
Diagnosis & Remediation of 
Reading Difficulties Course
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Acadience ORF, FSF, PSF, 
LNF and NWF

Analytical 
Reading 
Inventory
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Step 1: Identify the Problem
● DSU candidates are partnered with a first 

grade student in one of our local partner 
schools.

● Candidates administer the Phonemic 
Awareness Survey, the SIPPS Placement 
Assessment and the silent and oral reading 
passages from the IRI as pre-assessment 
screeners to their student.
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Step 2: Analyze the Problem & 
Step 3: Plan & Implement Intervention
● DSU candidates bring collected data to 

class to review with instructor.
● With guidance from the course 

instructor in how to analyze data, 
candidates detail strengths and areas for 
growth to formulate an MTSS Plan of 
Action based on the specific literacy 
needs of their particular first grade 
buddy.

31

● DSU candidates plan a series of 4 RTI 
lessons tailored to the literacy needs of 
their student.

● In addition to using the SIPPS program, 
candidates also include other research 
backed strategies such as the use of 
Elkonin boxes and sensory activities. 

● Each component of the Science of 
Reading is addressed in each 
intervention lesson.

SCAN FOR SIPPS 
EVIDENCE BASED 

PRACTICES
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Step 4: Evaluate Intervention

● Candidates assess at the conclusion of each 
of the four intervention lessons. Students 
chart their progress on their progress 
monitoring folders.

● Candidates administer the Phonemic 
Awareness Survey, the SIPPS Placement 
Assessment and the silent and oral reading 
passages from the IRI to their student as post 
assessments.

● Candidates identify areas of growth, 
strengths, and weaknesses to write a detailed 
analysis and case study of their student.
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SCAN ME FOR 
THE SIPPS EVIDENCE BASE
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Look at 
this!

SCAN FOR MDE’S 
APPROVED LIST 

OF 
ACADEMIC 

INTERVENTIONS
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“The diagnosis and remediation course has been beneficial to me by providing me 
with the proper strategies and tools to assess and create lessons for RTI. I have 
learned a lot of strategies to support my students.

Also, the use of the SIPPS program helped me implement research-based strategies 
for my student to support his literacy needs.”

Bess Barton
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“The Diagnosis and Remediation course has been a very eye-opening, hands-on and instrumental 
course. This class has helped me grasp a better understanding of the different methods to assess 
students' needs and how to monitor their progress. This course and the materials that were given 
gave me the extra support I needed to be creative in my use explicit instruction and include children’s 
books and research-based materials. The SIPPS Reading Program has been an amazing tool to 
highlight the importance of literacy. The use of SIPPS in this course was absolutely the best thing we 
could have used to target a student's needs and provide intervention in a research-backed way. 
Overall this class was amazing and has prepared me for the real world; it has made me confident in 
interventions, RTI strategies, and the inclusion of hands-on activities. SIPPS is a great program to 
promote literacy growth in students.”

Lakendra Fairman
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“The Diagnosis and Remediation course has prepared me for being in the 
classroom because it gave me hands-on experience with providing 
interventions through the SIPPS program. The class allowed me to work 
with a student and plan and implement interventions that met his needs. 
The SIPPS program was a great help in planning these interventions, and I 
saw progress with my student over the four sessions we worked together.”

Becca Hahn
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“The Diagnosis and Remediation course has been instrumental in equipping me with the necessary tools and 
strategies to effectively implement Response to Intervention (RTI) practices in literacy. Through this course, I 
gained a comprehensive understanding of assessing student needs, designing tailored interventions, and 
monitoring progress. The knowledge and skills acquired have immensely bolstered my confidence in addressing 
diverse learning needs while utilizing evidence-based approaches.

Moreover, the course highlighted the significance of structured literacy programs, like the SIPPs reading 
program, in fostering foundational reading skills among students. The incorporation of SIPPs into the curriculum 
was emphasized as a vital component in delivering targeted interventions and supporting students' literacy 
development effectively. Overall, this course has been invaluable in preparing me to implement RTI strategies, 
leverage interventions, and utilize programs like SIPPs to promote literacy growth in students.”

Nick Johnson
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● You will need your table partner.
● One will act as the “teacher” and the other as the “student.”
● Choice of activities:

○ Administer SIPPS Placement Test;
○ Administer Really Great Reading: Phonemic Awareness Assessment;
○ Skim and discuss the SIPPS Sample Lesson
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Sources Used in this Presentation

Honig, Bill, Diamond, Linda & Gutlohn, Linda. (2018). Teaching reading sourcebook (3rd edition).  Arena          
Pre/Academic Therapy Publications: Novato, CA. 

Shanker, J. L, & Cockrum, W. A. (2013). Locating and correcting reading difficulties. (10th ed.).   Upper 
Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.          
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